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Trish Morrissey
at CLOSE
Exhibition: 20 April - 15 June 2024
Private View: 6-8pm, Friday 19 April 2024
Venue: CLOSE Ltd, Close House, Hatch Beauchamp, Somerset TA3 6AE

We are delighted to welcome Trish Morrissey, now represented by CLOSE. To honour this we will present her
first solo show at our gallery in Somerset. The exhibition will feature her photographic and filmic work,
following on from her acclaimed survey exhibition ‘Autofictions’, at Photo Museum Ireland; Impressions
Gallery, Bradford; and Serlachius Museum, Finland.

Morrissey was born in Dublin, Ireland and lives and works in Somerset. Her practice combines performance,
photography, and film. She uses a process of archival research as well as her own biography in order to
develop and play real and fictional characters. The work explores the roles of women, the family and the
body. Morrissey’s distinctive motif is herself; she appears in all her photographs and films, playing



contemporary and historical characters with whom she identifies, thus creating a kind of 'autofiction' whereby
experiences from her own life are explored through the stories of others.

Morrissey’s work is deeply sensitive and offers a subtle dialogue around first-hand experiences throughout
the milestones of growing up, noting stories told or interpreted through family photographs and histories
both past, present and ongoing. There is a quirky humour edging on squeamish subject matter which creates
a sense of tension and suspension within the work. Here we see an artist collaborating with family and
communities to produce an inclusive whole experience. She achieves this through astute observations of
human behaviour and attention to detail, a precise master of composition, she interprets and sets theatrical
dramatic scenarios for us to decode.

Curator and owner of CLOSE, Freeny Yianni, will feature a range of Morrissey's work including the iconic series
‘The Failed Realist’ and ‘The Successful Realist’ which take their name from the work of psychologist
Georges-Henri Luquet. In the two series Morrissey invites her daughter, first at age five to paint characters
directly onto her face. The series is later revisited (The Successful Realist) when her daughter was eleven and
her fine motor skills had significantly improved. Kate Best writes of these works, “Upending convention, the
artist/mother becomes the child’s canvas/plaything, visualising the Freudian notion of the domestic as a
scene of pleasure and terror and the importance of play in psychoanalytical terms through a monstrous
painterly masquerade.”

Works will be available to purchase - please see our website for details - and there will also be the
opportunity to delve deeper into Morrissey's work with the fully-illustrated ‘Autofictions’ catalogue, featuring
texts in English and Finnish. The publication includes a conversation between Morrissey and art historian
Lucy Soutter, an introductory essay by curator Kate Best, (quoted earlier in this text) and an essay on
Morrissey's film work by Josephine Lanyon.

Morrissey’s recent exhibition ‘Autofictions: Twenty Years of Photography and Film’ received a five star review
in The Irish Times with their reporter writing, "Trish Morrissey may not yet be a household name, but this new
exhibition ...demonstrates why she should be." ‘Autofictions’ was also in The Guardian’s top 10 photographic
exhibitions of 2023. We hope you will be able to visit the show here at CLOSE whilst we have the privilege of
showing a selection of her work to Somerset audiences and beyond.

Visits throughout the exhibition are welcome by appointment, book online at www.closeltd.com

Thursday 10am - 3pm

Friday 10am - 3pm

Saturday 10am - 1pm

Notes to Editors

Trish Morrissey originally from Ireland, lives and works in the UK. After moving from Dublin to London in the 1990s, she
briefly worked as a commercial photographer before completing formal studies in photography, graduating in 2001. In 2023
Morrissey's first major UK survey of work at Impressions Gallery, Bradford followed a very successful run at Serlachius
Museum Gustaf, Finland - the exhibition brings together photographs and films spanning more than twenty years of the
artist’s career. Most recently the exhibition toured to Photo Museum Ireland in Dublin.
Morrissey has exhibited in solo and group shows nationally and internationally and her work is held in public and private
collections including the Martin Parr Foundation, Bristol; the Victoria & Albert Museum, London; the Wilson Centre for



Photography, London; the Museum of Fine Art, Houston, USA; Serlachius Fine Arts Foundation, Finland; and the Museum of
Applied and Contemporary Arts, Vienna.
Morrissey is represented by CLOSE Ltd

CLOSE Ltd develop visual art projects and represent a dedicated line-up of artists.. They give a wide and supportive
platform with projects to enrich both the artists’ and audiences’ lives. A leading rural venue for the Visual Arts, CLOSE Ltd is
also an agency that creates outstanding aerial international shows. Running a unique, sustainable model responding and
adapting to the climate crisis, the gallery team considers the environment as well as inclusivity of all communities in every
aspect of their activities.
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